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Here are a few quick suggestions, which may help you make the best use of your time:

♦  Stay organized!  Keep track of your Do Now’s, Labs and Homework!  
♦  Get involved!  Don’t just sit there.  Ask questions if you do not understand something.
♦  Help each other out.  Do not be afraid to come to extra help.
♦  Don’t let yourself get behind.  It’s much more difficult to catch up.
♦  Visit the class website www.dannascience.com.
Student Expectations
Attendance / timeliness:
Bottom line—to do well in this class, you have to be here.  You are responsible for the work that you miss when you are absent.  Excessive absences and lateness may affect your grade for the marking quarter.  You should be working on the do now when the bell rings.
Daily preparation:  
Everyday you are expected to have the following materials:  Notebook, Pen & Pencil, Reference Tables, Colored Pencils, and Calculator.
Classroom behavior:

Be Honest.  Honesty is a vital component to education.  Students will conduct themselves honestly and with honor.  Lying, cheating, stealing, plagiarizing, etc. will not be accepted and will result in immediate referral to the administration.  
Exhibit self-control.  All students should come to class on time.  Members of this learning community will exhibit self-control and focus during their precious time within the classroom. Everyone should enter the classroom ready to learn.  No one will interfere with the ability of other students to learn.    
Show respect to one another.  All students will respect the teacher, their classmates, and themselves. Learning is best facilitated by participation and communication.  Students will listen to one another, speak calmly and articulately during class discussions, and follow instructions quickly, calmly, and quietly. 
Tolerate difference.  Students will express tolerance for different people, beliefs, and ideas.  No member of this learning community will threaten another physically, emotionally, or mentally on the basis of their gender, race, religion, socio-economic status, or political orientation, etc. 
Notebook:  
You may use whatever kind of notebook you prefer.  I recommend a 3-ring binder over a spiral.  I would also recommend you get a pocket folder for your labs and class handouts.
Grading policy:  
50%
Unit tests

30%
Lab reports, Quizzes, & Homework

20%
Quarterly Exam
Labs:  
Labs are a very important part of our curriculum.  The New York State Board of Regents mandates that every student be engaged in laboratory activities for a minimum of 1200 minutes (30 hours) and write a satisfactory lab report for each of those activities.  You will not be able to take the Regents Exam at the end of the year without fulfilling the lab requirement.

If a lab is not turned in on time, credit will be taken off.  If you are absent when a lab is due, please be sure to hand it in personally the next day to receive full credit (Never turn in a lab report to anyone except your teacher.
You will keep all passing lab reports in a folder at school.  Never take a satisfactory lab report out of the classroom.  Any lab reports that are “lost” from your folder must be re-written in order to receive credit hours towards the NYS Regents requirement.   
Homework & Quizzes:  
Most of the homework will be done through Castle Learning Online.  The homework assignments will reinforce what we have learned in class.  Hence, they are an important learning tool and must be completed.  In addition, you should review your notes from class each day.  Quizzes will be given periodically and will cover material discussed in class and assigned for homework. 
Exams:  
All exams (not quizzes) will be announced in advance.  Generally, each exam will consist of multiple choice questions and constructed response questions.
Extra Help:

Individual help is available by appointment.
Student:  _________________   Parent/Guardian:  ____________________
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